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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

THE REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION OF ACTION UNDER 37 CFR 1.103 HAS BEEN 
APPROVED . THE SUSPENSION pPf ACTION WILL TERMINATE 06 MONTHS AFTER 
DATgl^E^EQU^-y^^ OF ACTION WAS FILED. 
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Art Unit: 3627 

Prosecution Suspended 

1 . Due to a potential interference, ex parte prosecution is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD 
OF 6 MONTHS from the date of this letter. Upon expiration of the period of suspension, 
applicant should make an inquiry as to the status of the application. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Darnell Boucher whose telephone number is (703) 308-2492. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
BethAnne Dayoan, can be reached at (703) 308-3865. 

Submission of your response by facsimile transmission is encouraged. Group 3620's 
facsimile number is (703) 305-3597. Recognizing the fact that reducing cycle time in the 
processing and examination of patent applications will effectively increase a patent's term, it is to 
your benefit to submit responses by facsimile transmission whenever permissible. Such 
submission will place the response directly in our examining group's hands and will eliminate Post 
Office processing and delivery time as well as the PTO's mail room processing and delivery time. 
For a complete list of correspondence not permitted by facsimile transmission, see MPEP § 
502.01. In general, most responses and/or amendments not requiring a fee, as well as those 
requiring a fee but charging such fee to a deposit account, can be submitted by facsimile 
transmission. Responses requiring a fee which applicant is paying by check should not be 
submitted by facsimile transmission separately from the check. 
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Prosecution Suspended 
Responses submitted by facsimile transmission should include a Certificate of 
Transmission (MPEP § 5 12). The following is an example of the format the certification might 
take: 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the Patent and 
Trademark Office (Fax No. (703) 305-3597) on fDate^l 

(Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate) 
(Signature) 

If your response is submitted by facsimile transmission, you are hereby reminded that the 
original should be retained as evidence of authenticity (37 CFR 1.4 and MPEP § 502.02). Please 
do not separately mail the original or another copy unless required by the Patent and Trademark 
Office. Submission of the original response or a follow-up copy of the response after your 
response has been transmitted by facsimile will only cause further unnecessary delays in the 
processing of your application; duplicate responses where fees are charged to a deposit account 
may result in those fees being charged twice. 

Any inquiry of a general nature relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the group receptionist at (703) 308-2168. 

September 27, 2001 

OARNOXJAYNE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



